Field Jazzed Up For Farm-to-Fork Voyage

ABRIGHT FUTURE Investmentsin
upgraded storage, streamlined
supply chains, willhelp enhance
competitiveness of agri sector

Shambhavi Anand

he emphasis on medernizing the
farm sector through greater invest-
mants inupgraded storage, streamili-
ned supply chains and branding will
enhance overall efficiency and com-
petithveness, indusiry executlves sa-
id, asasizeablechunkof producesto-
red gets spolledfor lack of proper storage,

The budget offers a roadmap for empowering far-
mers, ensuringfood security and propelling the ag-
rienltural eactor towards a brighter fuhwe. said
Balram Singh Yaday, manazing director, Godre
Agrovet. The measures pave the way for inclusive,
sustainable growth inthe ngricultural secton

According to several estimates, more than 40% of
the produced food gets spoiled even before it rea-
ches the consumers.

With India facing challenges of high prices of Di-
ammonium-phesphate (DAF) and the need to im-
port, thestep iopromete nane-DAP will help the go-
vernment save on production and transportation
cozts and deliver environmental benefits.

“Initiatives such as National Agrieulture Market
{(e-NAM)and Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yo-
Jama (PMMSY) are empowering farmers wiih bei-

ter market access and infrastrue-
— ture, while the focus on enhancing
FM Nirmala adoption of Nano-DAP clearly
Sitharaman showrases the governments in-
saidthegovt  fent to handhold farmers amidst
willpromote  thecontinuonsly evolving weather

conditions,” Yadav said.
and public Finance Minister Mirmaln Sithora-
Investmentin  man suid that efforts for value addi-
post-harvest  tion intheagricultural sector and be-
activities osting farmers’ income will be step-

ped up and that the sector & poisad
far inclusive and balanced growth and product

“Theseare facilitated from farmercentrie policies,
income support, coverage of risks through price
ard Insurance support, promotion of technologies
and innovations through startups,” she added.

The finance minister has set the stage for policies
that can substantiaily boost development in rural
areas, said Simon Wielusch, president, Bayer South
Asia. Headded that the budgetalsoshows the govern-
ment’s continued push o improve farmer income:

“Policies such as the PM Kisan Sampada Yojara
antd PM Fasal Bima Yojana, along w BESUTRS 10

Tvate and public investment in post -
ies including modern storage. eff
supply chaing, and marketing and branding, will
notonly ensurereduction in wastage, easier access
to markets and remunerative prices for smallhol-
der farmers but also help ConSumers acoess nut-
tious and quality produce at reasenable prices”

Wiebuschsaid. ) ]
“These foundational policies are primed o ignite
fresh tunities, spur demand, and triggerecons-

mic growth,” said Simon Geovge, President. Cargill
India, and MD, Cargill Food Business, South Asia.
Sitharaman told lawmakers duringher speech that
Tor ensuring faster growth of the sector, the govern-
ment will promote private and public investiment in
pest-harvest activities The robust social, physical
and digital infrastructure will help India in mee-
ting its aspirations of Viksit Bharat, said Dr KC Ra-
vi chief sustainahbility officer. Syngenta India. So-
me schemes to give 3 boost tothe agro-chemical in-
dustry would have helped in laving astronger foun-
dation for the growth of thesector; headded,

MAKING MONEY GROW
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